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L.A. JEWISH SYMPHONY PRESENTS
HERSHEY FELDER IN CONCERT

Reviewed by Carol Kaufman Segal




The Los Angeles Jewish Symphony, under the astute direction of Founder and Artistic
Director Noreen Green, presented a glorious concert at the John Anson Ford
Amphitheatre in celebration of the Symphony’s twenty years. Special guest was the
multi-talented Hershey Felder who wowed the audience with his hosting, singing, story-
telling, and piano performances.

After the Prelude and Invocation presented by Hershey Felder, everyone rose to sing
with the Symphony’s arrangement by Felder of Hatikvah. In between each musical
performance, Felder told stories in his wonderful fashion, naturally did some singing,
and of course, performed on the magnificent 9-foot Steinway Grand Piano. The program
had an upbeat effect throughout.

As is the mission of the Symphony, all the music performed during the evening was
composed by Jewish composers. A snappy Rondo a la Klez composed by the
Symphony’s first clarinetist, Zinovy Goro, featured Goro as well as Mark Kashper on
violin, Barry Gold on cello, and Leslie Lashinsky on bassoon.

Next on the program was Irving Berlin: From Rags to Ritz, but before the orchestra
performed Berlin’s, Hershey Felder told some very enlightening stories about the man
himself.

Following Berlin’s music, Felder next told stories about the inimitable Leonard Bernstein
before the Symphony performed the Overture to Westside Story. Then Hershey Felder
began a discussion of older Yiddish songs before singing selections from some that you
may know such as Roshinkes Mit Mandlen, Bei Mir Bistu Shayn, and others which he
sang with a great deal of warmth.

After telling a story about a lovely lady, a Holocaust survivor, who Felder met and
became friendly with, he performed Aliyah for Piano and Orchestra, written by him in
memory of his friend, and what a superb performance of a masterpiece by the orchestra
and Hershey Felder!

The concert ended after the intermission with Hershey Felder playing (I always call it his
signature piece), Rhapsody in Blue by George Gershwin; once again, a splendid
performance by both the Orchestra and Felder.

If you have never been to a concert performed by the LAJS, you are missing out on a
great orchestra devoted to bringing “a uniquely Jewish musical experience to the Los
Angeles community.” For further information regarding the Los Angeles Jewish
Symphony, check out their website at www.lajewishsymphony.org.

Comments? Write to us at: Letters@ReviewPlays.Com
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