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Riding the LA—

By MICHAEL AJZENSTADT

rom Exodus o Schindler's

List,  from  The Ten

Commandments 1o Victory
at Entebbe, Jewish history as
depicted by film music will be
celebrated in a special concert
taking place tonight and tomor-
row at the Claremont Hall of the
Rubin Academy of Music (at Tel
Aviv University at 8 p.m.)

Led by its music director Noreen
Green, the Los Angeles Jewish
Symphony Orchestra will make its
local debut in concerts funded by a
grant from the Te| Aviv-Los
Angeles Partnership of the Jew 1sh
Federation. The concert will fea-
ture the Israeli premiere of “Ruth,”
a symphonic poem by Franz
Waxman (Oscar winner lor both
Sunset Boulevard and A Place in
the Sun); a suite from The Ten
Commandments writen by Elmer
Bernstein; an Exodys Rhapsaody
by Ernest Gold: Victory ar
Entebbe suite by Charles Fox:
three pieces from Schindler's List
by John Williams: and most inter-
estingly the world premiere per-
formance of “Palestine Suie™ by
Dmitri Tiomkin

Green recalls the special life
and artistry of Tiomkin and the
genesis of this opus and its current
performance

“Tiomkin (1894-1979) was born
in the Ukraine and left his home-
land 10 work as a concert pranist
in Europe, where in 192§ he per-
formed the European premiere of
Gershwin's concerto i [ Later
he moved 1o the US and in 1929
he settled in Hollywood m order
o compose (ilm musse

In Hollywood he created the
SEOTES 1o some preat epres such as
Last Horizon Duel i the Sun

ALEM

ST

Los Angeles Jewish Symphony

Orchestra  music
Norceen Green

director

Giamt, The Old Man and the Sea
and above all High Noon, winning
lour Oscars in the process

‘Back in his homeland his uncle
Was very much involved in the
Zionist movement and even par-
Ucipated mthe first two Jewish
Congresses in Basel. We do not
know when exactly he composed
this suite but we “assume It was
written belore the birth of the
State ol Israel

“Tiomkim's compositiona style
In hased i 191h century Slavonic

ronnbicsin and this sunie has a
very Jewish Russian sound o i
We also do know (ha he used the
Tourth movement s music lor the
Lebi 2 aring Fthe Pliaraohs

ONLY THE third (andante) and
fourth (Danza Hebnaca) move-
ments of the suite were rediscov-
ered. “What happened back then
in Hollywood was that once film
MusIc was recorded, the only way
It survived was on glass record-
Ings. Scores were usually thrown
away, and last minute changes in
the scores were never notated.

“Recently some of these record-
Ings were found, broken, and then
glued and from that reconstructed
We really hope that eventually the
first two movements will be found
as well. We are in touch with
Tiomkin’s children who are sul|
searching  all  ther father’s
archives.”

The orchestra comprises profes-
sional musicians, two of whom,
violinist Mark Kashper and cellis
Barry Gold, ure members of the
prestigious Los Angeles
Philharmonic, and both will also
be soloists in the coming concert

Green herself managed 1o use
her time in Israel these days (o
meet with local composers and
search for Israeli music 1o perform
with the orchestra back in LA

“We have a big Persian com
munity in LA, and now | tound
various  works  that contain
Persian themes and will no doubt
appeal to that community. | did-
n't know this music existed. And
although she was here 16 years
480 on a kibbutz and an Ulpan,
Green is most excited about the
current visit

“l was born and rased in Los

Angeles and living in LA you
must  ge caught  up by
Hollywood and film music ™ she
says 1 thought that 1o our st

VISt here an Israel (he MOst nat
ural thing was 10 brin some LA
touch to Tel Aviy*



