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Max Helfman,
Brandeis and me

v carly davs as 2 poel were
wrapped up with Branduos
Camnp Joshitute, now known a

the Brandews-Bardim | ute, Jocated on
several thousand acres in the hlls of Semi
Vailey

| remember Shiomo Bardin taking me
on a deck at the Hoese of the Book one
evening. waving an arm in 2 huge aircle
sayng “We did thas for Yiddishkent We
did thas for our people

(Will write about my remembrances of
the House of the Bowk a1 another ime.)

Thes. today, 1s Max Helfman s ume. Ben
An Michael Blankfon will take trom
and comter m Himiiack somewhat later

Max Heliman One of the authentic
Jewnsh musical stan of our peopie

The Los Angeles Jewish Symphony will
celubrate Max Heliman i a concent of his
music W be porformed 7 pom. Sunday
Dec. 12, at Valley Beth Shalom, 15739
Ventura Bivd. in £ pcim

The pogram. conducied by Noreen
Green. founder of the Jewish Symphony,
has arranged a remarkahle group of anists
for the occasion, all paving inhate to the
memory of Max Heltman

Max Heltman (can t get mysell 1o wnte

Max~ as | knew him. or “Heltman™ as
«ome of the auctions would have it) plaved
an ymportant roke 1n my poctic
development

He left us all 100 carly in s life

Those are decrssons or a spint on high

The concert w hopor of the greal Jewash
mustcologist will pav nhute w one of the
most prohific and nftucatial people in the
world of Jewnh | cal music

Included in the concert {phease. please
sitend’) will he Max Heltman s Yiddish
wdaptation of Handel's Tuday Maccabeus
In ume tor the impending Chanukah

The concert will feature works hy
Heltman-Brandcis artish 10 residence.
These include the works of composers
such as Lucas Richman, Aminadav Aloni
and Rober Strassherg

Soprano Shira Adler will pertorm in
honor of Max Heltman. Tenor David Katz
will be featured. A gunar performance will
be presented hy Jordan Charnotsky and a
cello presentation will teature David Low
director of the Brandas-Bardin Young
Artists Program

Jewish tolks of the Southland all have
their own memaones of Max Helfman

Mine are special

Special specia

1 dvd a poctry reading bor Bon Ano a
group of guesis on the porch
cottage at the Camp lasin o

YL STY n

An handled the drama programs

MAX HELFMAN

Listeming in the hackground was Max
Hcltman

He came up 1o me alter the reading. He
had been taken by one of the poems —
Avhkelon

The poem stans

Upon the shores of Ashkclon

The sun 1s warm and clcan

And rolling waves in tender tone

Touch her pulse of sand and stone

This ancient Ashkelon

The poem tells of the destruction of
Clecpatra's Ashkelon™ — and then these

fimes

Tell wot the daughiers in Ashkelon
(¥ batides tost for men of song
Nt et Lot 1o thew defeat

NOREEN GREEN

Dispersion 1o the winds of rm
Dispersian 1o the lands of crime
Dispersion to the death decree —
Gassed and baked 1o ctorminy

Then came the ret
Ashkelon  and the follo
lines of the poem

Israc

oo K

Ing ¢ luding

Oh Philistine, how bare vour sand,
Your coloss

s wpwen the ground
Derketo's gods withowt a sound
Are wdle stomes in \shikclon

and all thut s Iefi o momony
A chup of m

A coin with fuce of Amhom
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(Gircen as broken potiery
That tells a course of history
In thus ciry by the sea

]
“That s a camara’™ Max exclaimed.

It has already been set 1o music,” | told
the musicologist. It was done by Aaron
Tishkovsky =

I handed hum » copy of the music.

“Come back tomorrow,” he told me

Which | did

This is a Jewish cantata,™ he insisted as
we considered the poem once again while
scated on the fromt steps of the BCI
hungalow.

Max Helfman and | met a number of
umes to discuss the treatment of
Tihkovsky s music, this time as a canlata.

Betore the new work could be
completed. Max Helfman died

The loss bt me hard



