104481 E2F

THE PH/LMAR GROUP

FLGE 11/1F

FORWARD, MARCH 3, 2002 11

ARTS & LETTERS

e . ———

lex:E Cania@’ a Kaddish for Qur Times

curvings = Vases, candles,
mencrahs wnd @Ol My
tericusly, palrs of our
stresened hands, thew
fingers pecwinrly cpread
in a Viormauoa, the
thumb ard rwo adjacent
fingers to one tide, the
pinky and ts aeighbor te
the o 6T

=“Why * Sara asked,
quite senwbly, “are they
ol senng, Live jorg and
prosper®™”

A few months later,
while prepacing 8 Talk of
rbe Town piecr for The
New Yorker around the
trema of KCRW'y rccent
Jewnsh Short Stones radio
seres, | got 3 charce 2
\mtervicw that serict's host
and mederator, the actor
Leorard Nimey, sutaor of
a recent memolr of hut Sear
Trek expenences, *1 am
Spock " [ menrioned my
danghter's query to hm
and he surst cut oughitg.
for » it turned out he now
vold re, she bad gosten it
“exmcily Aght”

As he had heea prepur:
wg the Spock charecter in
the ear.y days of the
seried, Mr, Kimoy, whe
had been raised in Ortho
dox Jewith surroandings
in Bostor's Wesr End, had
thought of the clernally
exled Videsn as a sor 9
cosmically Wanderirg
Jew cast among that oto-
erwise homagenoys <rew
Cal'ed upon to wnvent d
rituslized greeting pes
rure for bis Valcar alter
epo, Mr Nimoy related

tlery itorm trodpets WU
sphantly geose sicpein
eir wey (ato his belore
cma Ard word tow Jwme
ol ot of the suddenly
Fper ¥te Utuanen of Jomemy
Tach's owr relatives AN W
wsns, mewly trepped the“e
«aind enemy linat (more
an kali ol whea, incladrg
o wles puer would teve
who tout)

For ol Th orgert ummed

v ¢. ‘le piece’y scompon
»w Tach sever conceved of A

Cancate of the Bite

wri g™ ws A rrowly Jowach
ece Rather he rrrepied
the fata of those arciwnt
swe 3 un.vertal theme e
e your o lo1 reedoma 4
nerarier sxgcr =ncet by
~pressel peoplel evory
nere Ip “Pig, he mes rol
yamJ e to Ly rew (rend
corge Gershwm who just
vy weary carlles hal jecaw
WMETI e TheNe) 31 9AgIng
s Lboration frow oppres
en ang duserimination
wough !  prem of s mas
smpiecc “Pergy and Bess™
v un effer to rendet such
srwcmors Tore wnver Allv
ccees Ble, 1 thyr metarce
ach eonscronsly beat hue
wumeal idom 1o 2 ore tonal
wrige (& range Diore n keep
g with the Holbrwooc o le,
/s would presently net
m 2 brace of Academy
vw ard romrations)

That Pactover, Soncering
~derd masagied an.nprCs
ve array of ‘orces. inclad-
r g master plzyers frem the
*yrpmon=t wudio orcheinia
mder the direcuon of pro-
acer Beeis Morros, fo the
-emiete of t+e Toch Cante
s at Fmrfax Temple In
widimnr o the plece’s many

sher elemeopte, M IC quired &
mldeen's chois, ard (here, TOCH ARCHIVES. UC1A

seorunerty i the flrst rew LUKE UKE GRANDFATHER, UKE GRANDSON:
«n3s Tocn'son y @14, Frarr. G Ernst foch(l‘"-!“‘\.lm
kit recently deczaned hwmumimhmmd
watser's -yesr old rlndd World wm,m-mmmw
igagrter, the e whe would  Prang . Fronzl's son, the writer Lawrence
2 tarn PegATE BIY Cwe w.“‘:‘p;e..m-wdnm :\dx"v':“ :'C(TC&'W&;‘
ather Wpreae m st lour
e . . scurprwa by Anna taher. Gustey Meniars asu " ercd Veaufiguranon
Fulty yesrs fo'low nx tae “It was  ve-y londed
moment,” Mr Vimoy explained
~ oy werer suppored 1o look

samth af v grendiather’s mather,
my wiie gave Hirth (0 bis first

through an npgrdaned and over. they began chanting, for 1t was

satd that at that moment the

ceent grandchi'd, 3ara 4 yeor
ster. m1 motner (ner gadmeth rwn Jowish cerrerary in A lush
or) wis dalled in & padestrian acd orestin ~ural Poland coatemplat Shekhirah, he haly preprnce of
Aear Queing *he painizl days taat 10§ the toysed and tamb.ad  God. entered the yincruary, and
lye L mgeved 2 in 9 coma, Sa-n  snuwent hepditores evicence of 3 that thid spirit wag w powrrful 30
cnce vibrant presence. now heautiful, that il you raw it youd
die Being an 8 vew old, of couree

was v lpamng € wili, and ane
1a¢ the uncaray semme of & spuril schingly sbsent The tombstoney
rriregpng the generanons featured 2!l sort8 00 weathered ) peched, and the sheer rneatrical

one of the most chargec
momerts of the serccs a®
his local synagogue when
ho was a child hew the
Kokanim, the represcntd
dves of the priestly tbe.
approscned the ralscd
stage and lormed & seu
circle, theie large shawls
drapcd over their extend

Sevaral years 'ater, whan Sare
wis &, we happened ™ Le traipsing,

how he suddenly reca'led |

|

[ I \a had sn early appomanent with b

\sling, pladding, incompeten’
and 1r VRN

Recently thmas have begun to
change \J serts of Toch CDs have
Yegur pouring forth erpearally
from Germany, where they sre
bewng very well recarved = ven-
rures I hed abtelarely nething 1o
do wnth. Tocag it ofl, v few months
ago I recenie word that Noresun
from my memory, Lrel recrntly Green and the L A, Jewish Sym

. . phony were goin §p be reviving

the cantuts at one of thewr con-
certs. They asked nc {1 had aay
\deas for a pottible aarreior
Rememboring my conversation
with Mr Nimoy, | called to ask
whether be'd be willag Gruanvs
y, ha agreed

‘And there you have it. On March
10, a full-scale rovival of this lonk
neglected work at tae Califormia
symphony § regolar d:gs et the
Beverly Hids FI gh Schoal Aud oo~
= ] myse.f hava just turned 50
— the very ags Toch was when he
indertock the work § poignant
challsnge At the conce~t I wik
nccom panied hy my duughrer
granddaughter cf taat lieele girl
who sang In the very Lirst jow o!
that very first concert

.y of the ovannen mdred mde &
lastng impressior, one that | sub-
sequently pnmoned lorth in cTe
ating that ‘uve long and prosper

onture *

1 recorded this little plece of
raagesis in The New Yorker a few
Iater, titled "Oy, Spock,”
av nkly. a3 the years possed,
slLowed the revelanon to recedc

.

For years aitar my grand moth.
cr's death & 1972 (Toch himsell
had died cight years ear.er, 1o
1964, 'd raken It upon mysall, 1o
tte exten that [ was able, to
rpread word of hus quite remirk
abie muscal legucy. Tae LA ém -
gres wred vo gucear themsclves
with the story aboul the two
Y3¢kgannds who meet on the
Sants Moricu palisade, one gavs o
‘he otaer, “Yesh, 1t's true Her=
I'm » dachshund, but in the o'd
country | was u St Bernard ” well
back 10 the old councry Toch las
bewn « St. Bernard — and he was
n t exactly chopped Liver ‘ollewing
his exuie in America, His last 15
years in parucular witneysed 2
remarkabie lare elfloresceace.

yrciudug en opers and seven 1ym
phomins the thid of which was Mr. Weschler, who was en staff e¢

awarded the Fulitzer Frize) — but  The Vew Yorker for 20 pears, uhas
Toch's wark never agmun regained  reeenily nemed director of the Mew
the ressnance it had vace held  York Ineevtute for the Humanine! ar
And my efloris were by and large  New York Univeraty

Secrets of the City

A ¢ERIAVLIYFD NOV

By Anne Roiphe

CHAPTER 1) MADDML MY LAR S LATE N GHT Y

Ir Chapter 12, Rev Banyy Cruek telia the Muyor ther if the &7y daen t mrovide
a wecrine Jor tre rpeteons ress afficning Ure aty there mght jut be a rot
. . .

theropitt, L Rergen, She wore
ner lab coat over her blnck slack= Ing \oved her lab cost, the stacched
white af it, the promi=e ol & ge™™ frec varface, the wnirterrupted glacial
srace ather back She ceted down Dr Bergen koew grrmed ately that Ins
was plenteC abot comething Bencath the surface. change wa¢ approach
mg He [eit the came way ha did 2bout 59 nf efte- the ground hog had seem
it thadow Sometrnct e wat Aght, somermes ho wat not
Ins started. “My brother “ she sa.d. and the mam {llod with Jacob, hw
commurding ways, his (peTORerIrc Nis bare knuckles proading he- ribs,
tug way of hoiding forth +o she could herdly get 3 word in. the way his moth
o looked athim s f he were Moscs hamsel! ea01R bedgket acher rable o |
he money he Fot for hus bar numwah, s cruel smile s crelty to her ham
seet lna had just begun The (& on the window 91U drogpre. tignalmg o

despzrate need for wa'sr
Dr Bergen who was prove to nLergic sneenng, began fe sneere He reached
= < e O e ~~a-



