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nelismatic passages of supplication in
siolas and cellos. The development of
the strict fugue becomes contrary mo-
tion, canon and augmentation (large
sotes) in unfolding glorification.
Armenian Rhapsody, No. 2, Opus

51, was first performed in Boston on
february 4, 1945, conducted by the
Composer. The music is based on a
dagh (Armenian sacred song), “Krisdos
Paratz Takavorn”™ (Christ, King of
Glory), and two Armenian peasant
songs. The opening section s samber
ind majestic A melody in faster tempo
s developed in canon. After a climax,
the music recedes into dark passages
for violas and cellos. Suddenly, a danc-
ing song is heard accompanied by a
olucked version of the preceding
melody. A new, livelier theme enters
the polyphonic vortex projecting a
whirling fugue of fiery rhythms.

NORMAN DELLO )JOIO, born in New
York in 1913, descended from three
generations of Italian church organists.
He was instructed by his father who
had come to America in the early
1900’ to become organist for Manhat-
tan’s Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Church. Dello Joio quickly showed
remarkable musical aptitude and, at
the age of 14, was an organist and
choir director at the Star of the Sea
Church on City Island. He later studied
organ under the direction of his god-
father, Pietro Yon, the celebrated
organist at Saint Patrick’s Cathedral.

While at the Juilliard Graduate
School, Dello Joio concentrated on
composition, then proceeded to Yale to
work with Paul Hindemith. Since that
time, Dello Joto has, himself, become

- a distinguished teacher: the Sarah
Lawrence College, the Mannes College
of Music, and the School for the Arts,
Boston University, where he is current-
ly Dean.

Air for Strings was composed in
1967, in a simple temary form, and is
an uncomplicated piece exploring the
basic string sonorities.
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recital which included his first piano
sonata

After graduating from high school,
he enrolled at the Vienna University
and also studied conducting at the
Vienna Consenatory of Music. Al the
First International Competition for
Pianists in 1933, Chajes was awarded
the Honor Prize of the City of Vie,.na.
One year later, he gave his farewell
recital, at which the famed Rose
Quartet performed two of his string
quartets. For the next two years, he liv-
ed In Israel (Palestine) conducting a
male chorus, and doing research work
on ancient Hebrew music in
Jerusalem. He also headed the Piano
Department of the Music College Beit
Leviim in Tel-Aviv. During his stay in
Palestine, he changed his style of
writing completely and soon became
known as one of the foremost com-
posers of present day Israeli music. His
142nd Psalm for Soli, Mixed Voices,
and Orchestra was a prize-winning
composition at a competition of the
Juedischer Kulturbund in Berlin in
1937.

Chajes came to New York in
December 1937, and was immediately
engaged to perform over the Columbia
Network and in three sonata recitals in
New York Town Hall. In October 1940,
he accepted the position of Director of
Music at the Detroit Jewish Communi-
ty Center, where he founded the
Center Symphony Orchestra, which he
still conducts. A few years later, he
joined the piano faculty of Wayne State
University, in addition to his private
teaching. Today, he is regarded as an
eminent piano teacher. His students
have won many competitions and have
concertized all over the United States.

Israeli Melodies is a suite of six
pieces, each treating its melody in a
unique fashion:

“Song of the Well” is a dorian tune,
followed by four variations, each in-
asing in tempo. A coda follows

displaying a different rhythmic ano
contrapuntal arrangement of the

theme.

VINCENT PERSICHETTI, born in
Philadelphia in 1915, began his musical
life at the age of five by first studying
piano, then followed by organ, double
bass, tuba, theory, and composition. By
age 11, he was performing professional-
ly as an accompanist, radio staff
pianist, orchestra member, and church
organist in order to pay for his musical
education and suppon himself. The
Arch Street Presbyterian Church ap-
pointed him, at age 16, as organist and
choir director, a post he held for
almost 20 years. As a vintuoso pianist
and organist, he was able to combine
extraordinary versatility, and his earliest
published works, written at 14, exhibit
mastery of form, medium and style.
Concurrent with these early ac-
tivities, Persichetti was able to remain a
student in the Philadelphia public
schools and, in 1935, earned a
Bachelor of Music degree from the
Combs College of Music, under his
principal composition teacher, Russell
King Miller. From the age of 20, he
was simultaneously head of the theory
and composition departments at that

_ College, a conducting major with Fritz

Reiner at the Curtis Institute, and piano
major with Olga Samaroff at the
Philagelphia Conservatory. in addition,
he also studied with a number of im-
portant American composers.

Persichetti received further
diplomas and degrees and, in 1941,
was appointed head of the theory and
composition departments at the
Philadelphia Conservatory. In 1947, he
joined the faculty of the Juilliard
School of Music and, in 1963, assumed
the chairmanship of the Compasition
Department. In 1952 Persichetti was
appointed Director of the music
publishing firm of ElkanVogel.

In addition to being a recipient of

three Guggenheim Fellowships, Per-
sichetti has over the years been accord-
ed many honors by the artistic and
academic communities, bestowed with
honorary membership in numerous
musical fraternities, and has been com-
missioned by many distinguished ar-
tistic organizations. He has appeared
as guest conductor, lecturer, and com-
poser at over 200 universities. Per-
sichetti has composed for nearly every
medium, and more than 120 of his
works have been published.

Introit for Strings was commission-
ed and premiered by the Youth Sym-
phony of Kansas City on May 1, 1965,
with Jack L. Herrmian conducting. It is
a quiet, introspective work which ex-
plores the sonorities and textures of a
string ensemble.

Program Notes by Anne Ford-Horne w=

hich restates the theme accom-
panied by its fragments in
diminution.

“Song of the Pioneers”, also in the
dorian mode, is completely in
canon.

“Song of the Night” is a two-part
melody, both parts being treated in
a free contrapuntal style.

“Song of the Desert” is also a two-
part melody. In its repeat the first
part is varied, employing canonic
techniques

“Song of Canaan” is a melody con-
taining free counterpoint and
canon.

“Song of Calilee” follows a similar
procedure of “Song of the Well” It

JULIUS CHAJES was born in Lwow,
Poland, on December 21, 1910. He
began to play the piano at the age of
six with his mother his first teacher.
Chajes wrote his first composition and
gave his first piano recital at the age of
nine. One year later, he performed
Haydn’s Piano Concerto and Mozart’s
Concerto K466 with orchestral accom-
paniment. In 1921 he moved to Vienna
and continued his piano studies with
Richard Rober, Angelo Kessissoglu,
Julius Isserlis, and Mr. and Mrs. Moritz
Rosenthal. His teacher in composition
was Hugo Kauder.

Chajes wrote his first string quartet
at the age of 13; at 15, he played his
Romantic Fantasy with the Vienna
Symphony Orchestra. In 1926 he gave,



